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It’s a small world after all, It’s a small world after all, 
It’s a small world after all, it’s a small, small world

Citizenship 
Models
Liberal Communitarian Civic republican Critical
Principles
Citizens’ 
involvement in 
public life is 
minimal, and is 
primarily 
enacted through 
the vote 
Citizenship focuses 
on identity and 
feelings of  
belonging to a 
group, and the 
need to work 
towards the 
collective benefit 
of  this group
Citizens become the 
actors of  positive 
laws for social 
change and the 
instruments to 
prevent corruption
Citizens critique and 
improve society 
through social and 
political action 
based on the ideas 
of  empowerment 
and social justice
Focus
Atomized 
individuals
Communities Emphasizes the need 
for citizens to act 
politically within the 
public sphere, and to 
be actively engaged 
within a political 
community as equal 
and free citizens
More dynamic view 
on democracy that is 
grounded in critical 
and engaged 
citizens.
Focus on equal 
participation in the 
power relations of  
democracy
Citizens 
role
Citizens’ 
conform to the 
rules
Volunteering
More hierarchical 
and top-down 
decision making
Equality in political 
participation.
Learn civic 
competences
Create change 
towards greater 
equality 







Audre Lorde, 
Sister Outsider,
Essays and Speeches, 1984


... takes real money, 
real projects, 
real power
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